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    This is Demo of the book!

  


  
    Culture, history, folklore, spiritual growth, downfalls, battles, nature, achievements, betrayals, modernity and traditions - Bulgaria has it all. Getting to know this colorful mixture is exciting and there’s always something to come back to, a new facet to be explored and a new story to be learned.


    Providing a detailed account about all of Bulgaria’s landmarks and tourism opportunities is a nearly impossible task. But we, the authors of this book, love Bulgarian tourism and we have done our best to present its numerous aspects in a concise and informative manner. We have featured popular and well-established destinations, as well as little known places that are hidden gems. As you browse through pages about the cities, seaside, mountains, ecological and rural tourism opportunities, cultural tourism, religious tourism, sports and recreation, you will get a feel of all possibilities that Bulgaria has to offer to anyone curious and enthusiastic enough to explore it.


    We hope you will have fun reading the book and we would be pleased if it helped you discover the face of Bulgaria that appeals to you most. Travel, explore and come back.


    The Book Boutique Team
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    About Bulgaria
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    Bulgaria on European Map


    The small but picturesque country of Bulgaria is located in Eastern Europe, on the coast of the Black Sea.


    Bulgaria is one of the countries on the Balkan Peninsula, located in its eastern part. It occupies slightly over 20 percent of the peninsula’s territory.


    The country’s population is about 7 million people and the capital city is Sofia.


    Bulgaria’s northern neighbor is Romania. To the west, Bulgaria borders Serbia and Macedonia. Its southern neighbors are Turkey and Greece. The Danube River separates Bulgaria from Romania and acts as a natural borderline.


    The overall length of Bulgaria’s borders with neighboring countries is 1181 km.


    Bulgaria’s Black Sea Coastline is 378 km long.


    Getting to the country is quite simple. It is accessible by air, bus and train. A valid international driver’s license can be used, in case you are willing to enter the country by car.


    Bulgaria’s geographic center is located in Stara Planina Mountain. Uzana region is a beautiful place near the town of Gabrovo, which has also managed to become a winter resort.


    The country’s terrain is mainly mountainous. Bulgaria has valleys in its northern and southeastern part. Four nature areas provisionally can be used to define the country’s geography: Danube valley, Stara Planina, Thracian valley and the Rila-Rhodope Mountain range.


    The country’s climate is moderate continental. It has four seasons - a cold and snowy winter, rainy spring, hot summer and a moderately warm autumn.


    The Danube is the longest river passing through the country and Iskur is the longest Bulgarian river. It springs from Rila Mountain and flows into the Danube. Bulgaria has a large number of mineral springs, which make it an excellent SPA tourism destination.


    The flora and fauna in the country are diverse. Bulgaria is the home of various rare plant and animal species, some of which are endangered on a global level.

  


  


  
    
  


  


  Useful Information


  Coming to Bulgaria


  If you are an EU or US citizen, you don’t need a visa to enter the country for a stay not longer than 90 days. Bulgaria also accepts visitors with valid Shengen visas. For everyone else a Bulgarian visa is necessary to enter the country. Currently Bulgaria issues only national visas which do not give their holders the right to enter the Schengen area!


  Currency and payments


  The national currency of Bulgaria is the lev (BGN): 1 BGN = 100 cents. The Bulgarian lev is pegged to the euro: 1EUR = 1.95583BGN. You can exchange currency at any bank office or one of the numerous exchange offices that work late evenings and even weekends.


  Payments are made only in BGN. Most stores, gas stations, hotels and restaurants accept both cash and credit and debit cards. However, we recommend you to bring cash with you, especially if you travel across the country.


  Transportation


  Bulgaria has four international airports - Sofia, Plovdiv, Varna and Burgas. They perform both scheduled and charter flights to various destinations in Europe and Asia. In the country you can travel by bus, rail and Air transport or rent a car.


  Communications


  In Bulgaria there are three mobile operators that support 2G and 3G networks and GSM 900/1800 Mhz. At their offices are available also prepaid calling sim cards. For the prices of roaming services, contact your service provider.


  Emergency


  In urgent cases and incidents of a different character you can call 112. Operators speak different languages.


  Electricity


  The electrical tension in the country is 220 V, 50 Hz. It is recommended to bring with you the necessary adapters, so you can use properly your appliances in Bulgaria.


  


  
    
  


  


  History
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  The Madara Horseman

  Jordan Rusev / Book Boutique Images ©


  Bulgaria’s history dates way back in time. According to historians, Thracians settled in the region in 3500 BC. In the 12th century BC, the Thracians started forming separate tribes. Alexander the Great conquered the region in the middle of the 4th century BC.


  Slavic tribes settled in the Balkan area in the 5th century. These tribes mixed with the Thracians. Slavs and Bulgars, who also moved to the region, created an alliance in an attempt to deal with a common enemy - the Byzantine Empire.


  According to historians, Bulgars came from Asia passing through several countries on their way to Europe. Khan Asparouh was the leader, who led Bulgars to the territory of current-day Bulgaria. He established the first Bulgarian state in 681.Over the following centuries, Bulgarians struggled against the Byzantine Empire and managed to establish their power and dominance on the Balkans. Simultaneously, Bulgaria became one of Europe’s cultural centers.


  During the rule of khan Kroum, the state grew to the southeast, gaining the territory of present-day Sofia and the city of Edrine. Kroum is also known for the exceptionally strict laws that he introduced. He rooted out vineyards and made the punishments for theft tremendously harsh.


  Bulgarians accepted Christianity as an official religion during the rule of Boris I. The move was needed to unify Bulgarians and Slavic tribes, since their religions differed vastly. During that period, brothers Cyril and Methodius and their disciples created and started spreading the Cyrillic alphabet. Today the Cyrillic alphabet is officially recognized in the European Union and is the basis of the Bulgarian, Russian, Ukrainian, Belarusian and other languages.


  Later, the son of Boris I, Simeon I, continued reforms under the title tsar of the Bulgarians. His reign is known as the Golden Century, since it led to Bulgaria’s prosperity and growth. Simeon I was seen as a serious threat to the reign of the Byzantine Empire. Bulgaria’s strength declined immediately after his death. The end of the First Bulgarian Kingdom came when the country was conquered by the Byzantine Empire.


  A century later, a rebellion by brothers Assen and Peter in 1185 led to the liberation of the Bulgarian state. Peter became tsar but was later on replaced by his brother. Both Assen and Peter were murdered and their third brother, Kaloian, became Bulgarian tsar in 1197. Meanwhile Bulgaria managed to restore most of its territories previously conquered by the Byzantine Empire, which was experiencing a crisis. Kaloian managed to agree to a union with the pope, which granted Bulgaria international recognition.


  Ivan Assen II is the Bulgarian tsar who managed to achieve the largest territorial expansion during the Second Bulgarian Kingdom. After his death, the country experienced crisis. A short civil war took place. Many tsars took the reign yet managed to achieve little success. The end of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom came in 1396, when the country fell under Ottoman rule.


  The nearly 500 years of Ottoman reign in Bulgaria probably mark one of the most difficult periods in the country’s history.

  Many local revolutionaries and the clergy struggled hard to preserve the Bulgarian culture, tradition, religion and integrity. The names of Vassil Levski, Hristo Botev, Georgi Benkovski, Zahari Stoianov and many other revolutionaries should be noted. They organized numerous uprisings, the most popular of which is the April Uprising in 1876, without significant chances of success.


  The liberation from of the Ottoman rule came with the Russo-Turkish War. The war is often called a ‘liberation’ war, since it led to the freeing of parts of Bulgaria from Ottoman rule and the creation of the Third Bulgarian State. The war ended in 1878 and Russia and the Ottoman Empire signed the San Stefano peace treaty. According to the treaty, Romania, Serbia and Montenegro gained full independence. Bulgaria became an autonomous principality.


  East Rumelia remained inside the Ottoman Empire, functioning as an autonomous region. Plovdiv was its administrative center. On September 6, 1885, the union of East Rumelia and Bulgaria was announced in Plovdiv and on September 22, 1908, Bulgaria became entirely independent.


  The country took part in the Balkan wars, as a result of which its territory was modified.


  In World War I and II Bulgaria fought on the losing side.


  After the end of World War II, Bulgaria fell under Soviet influence. In 1946, it was named People’s Republic of Bulgaria. The Bulgarian Communist Party was in control under the leadership of several politicians - Georgi Dimitrov (1946-1949), Vassil Kolarov (1949-1950), Valko Chevenkov (1950-1956), Anton Yugov (1956-1962) and Todor Zhivkov (1962-1989).


  In the end of 1989 Zhivkov gave up his position as of head of state to be replaced by Peter Mladenov. In the coming year Mladenov was named the first Bulgarian president.


  In 1990 Mladenov withdrew, pressured by intense opposition and protests. The new Bulgarian constitution was approved in 1991. The second Bulgarian president - Zhelio Zhelev, was elected a year before that. On November 15 1990, the People’s Republic of Bulgaria was renamed to Republic of Bulgaria, putting an end to the communist rule.


  Today, Bulgaria is a modern country and a member of NATO and the EU. It saw both fast growth and crises in the years after communism. All these events shaped the country and left a mark on its modern image. The national heritage, from Thracian times to the rule of the Bulgarian Communist Party, can all be seen in historic remains. Each city is a mixture of traditional and modern. These aspects, the rich historic background and the intriguing events that occurred for the many centuries of Bulgaria’s existence turn it into one very unique place.


  


  
    
  


  


  Traditions and folklore
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  Kukeri

  Book Boutique Images ©


  Bulgaria has proudly managed to preserve its numerous traditions, folklore and legends throughout the centuries. Even today, the beautiful Bulgarian songs and the sound of bagpipes have the power to bring tears to the eyes.


  The local traditional heritage is a weird and beautiful mixture of pagan beliefs and Christianity. Many of the rituals related to Christian holidays have nothing Orthodox about them. Some stem from older pagan beliefs, while others are based on superstitions and legends.


  Many small villages still preserve these traditions today. Spending several days in the Rhodopes or Pirin mountains will help you explore the local folklore in its original surroundings. You will be able to discover how people lived hundreds of years ago, the songs they sang and the dances they danced when celebrating.


  Some of the most notable and impressive Bulgarian traditions deserve to get a more detailed description in the coming pages.


  


  
    Martenitsa
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    Martenitsa
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    Martenitsa is one of the most recognizable Bulgarian symbols. It is worn as an adornment and is made of red and white threads. In some parts of the country, people add a blue thread to counter curses. March 1 is the day on which Bulgarians exchange martenitsas. These are worn until one sees a blossoming tree or a stork.


    Initially, only women and children exchanged martenitsas. Everybody started celebrating March 1 several decades ago. According to traditions, the oldest woman of a household should make the martenitsas and should present them to children and younger women. Only martenitsas that are given as gift bring luck and health.


    People in neighboring countries like Romania, Macedonia and Serbia have similar rituals.

  


  
    Easter traditions
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    Easter Eggs

    Book Boutique Images ©


    Easter is the day on which Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. In Bulgaria, preparations for the holiday last an entire week. Numerous traditions were created as part of the celebrations. Bulgarians dye eggs on Thursday or Saturday before Easter. The number of eggs depends on the number of family members.


    Eggs symbolize the new beginning and natural rejuvenation. They are also symbols of rebirth and new life. In the past, Bulgarians used natural dyes to color eggs. Onions, nettle, apples and walnuts were used as natural sources of coloring.


    The oldest woman in the family dyes the first egg, which must be red. The egg is then used by the woman who makes cross signs with it on the forehead of each child. The egg is next placed in front of an icon and is preserved.


    Bulgarian women used wax and leaves of interesting shapes to create patterns on the surface.

  


  
    Koledari
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    Koledari
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    Christmas is one of the most honored Christian celebrations in Bulgaria. Local traditions connected to the occasion are numerous and intriguing, most combining Orthodox and pagan elements.


    The entire family gathers to have dinner on Christmas Eve. This night ends the fasting that precedes Christmas. The dinner table should include an odd number of meatless dishes among which bread, wheat, dried fruit, stuffed vine and cabbage leaves.


    After midnight, koledari start their rituals. Only young, single or recently married men can become koledari. On December 22, the group begins meeting and working on Christmas songs. On Christmas Eve, they walk through the village, visiting each house. The trip starts from east. By dawn, the group should have visited all houses. Koledari wear festive outfits.


    All families expect the visit of the group. When it arrives, the house owner invites the koledari in and gives the young men wine, money and food. In return, they sing and wish the family prosperity. The youngest woman of the household gives the koledari bread.

  


  
    Lazarki
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    Lazarki
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    Lazarouvane is a spring ritual that welcomes the coming of the season. It takes place on Lazarovden, eight days before Easter.


    Willow twigs are used to decorate house gates. During the next day, young girls pick flowers and make Palm Sunday wreaths. On Saturday, girls gather to prepare their celebration clothes. After they get ready, the young women take a walk in the village and sing, bringing health and prosperity to each house.


    All house owners welcome the lazarki and provide them with small presents.


    It was believed that if a girl did not take part in the Lazarovden rituals, she was never going to get married.

  


  
    Kukeri
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    Kukeri
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    Kukeri dances are one of Bulgaria’s symbols. The ritual dates back to the pagan past of the country when it served various purposes. Most often, Kukeri chased away the evil spirits and brought health and wealth.


    Only young and single men participate. A man is chosen to lead the group and he has to be married. All men wear furry coats and belts that have bells hanging from them. All of the men wear masks or paint their faces. Kukeri masks differ. Some are tiny, others are large. Leather, feathers, fur and bells are used in the preparation. The masks symbolize animals or people, most often old men and women.


    Italy and Spain have similar traditions.

  


  
    St. Trifon’s day


    On February 1, the Orthodox Church honors St. Trifon. He was a healer and and a miracle-maker.


    Wine producers and vine growers celebrate on February 1. Housewives wake up early in the morning to make bread. Chicken is boiled and the best wine is taken to the vineyard.


    There, men traditionally prune the vines. Fertility rituals are performed and a vine king is selected. The person is usually wealthy. Once the rituals are over, people sit together at the table to celebrate.


    February 1 is the name day of people called Trifon.

  


  
    Nestinari
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    Nestinari

    Deyan stoev / Book Boutique Images ©


    Nestinarstvo or fire dancing is an old Bulgarian ritual that is still practiced in several Strandzha Mountain villages. The ritual has pagan origin, despite the fact that the firedancers carry icons. The Bulgarian Orthodox Church persecuted nestinari and claimed that they were possessed by the devil.


    The authentic ritual used to take place on June 3, the day of St. Constantine and Elena. Today, some nestinari dance mainly to entertain tourists.


    Only certain people can dance on burning embers. On the day of the festivities, nestinari meet in a small chapel, where the icons of St. Constantine and St. Elena are kept. Drums and bagpipes produce special melodies that enable dancers to enter a state of trance.


    A fire is started on the main village square. Only embers remain by nighttime. The leading dancer steps on the burning embers first. He always carries the icon. The dancers are known to remain in state of trance throughout the ritual. Sometimes, they have been able to predict the future.

  


  
    
  


  


  Tourism in Bulgaria
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  Bulgarian Tourism Logo


  Apart from the traditional summer seaside and winter tourism opportunities, Bulgaria has managed to diversify its leisure time entertainment and tourism options. Its geography, natural formations, rich cultural background and spiritual heritage give it the chance to offer visitors many opportunities.


  Regardless of your preferences, you will be able to discover something fascinating in the country. You can suntan on the beautiful beaches, climb or hike in the mountains, explore folklore in the old villages or go for a tour to a Thracian sanctuary that is still preserved and accessible.


  The types of tourism in Bulgaria are numerous. Nature lovers, party people and those looking for peaceful relaxation will all be equally satisfied.


  Seaside Tourism


  Bulgaria’s Black Sea Coast has long been recognized for its excellent seaside vacation opportunities.


  The coast is 378 km long, including over 200 beaches, numerous bays and picturesque combination of seaside and mountain nature. Emine Cape is the point where Stara Planina ends at the sea coast and it happens to be one of the most spectacular places along the shoreline.


  The resorts and towns located in the Black Sea region are suitable both for a family vacation and for those looking for entertainment. Albena, Rusalka, St. Constantine and Elena, Riviera and Dyuni resorts appeal mainly to families with children.


  Younger tourists prefer Sunny Beach and Golden Sands because of the numerous clubs, bars, cafes and entertainment spots located in these two resorts. Sunny Beach often hosts parties of world-famous DJs and performers.


  Sozopol and Nesebar are known for the combination of beautiful seaside nature and historic landmarks. Both towns are old and preserve a large number of archaeological remains and intriguing artifacts.


  Eco-oriented tourists should head to the northern Black Sea Coast or the preserves of Kamchia (on the north) and Ropotamo (on the south). These places allow people to reconnect to nature and to explore its rare beauties. Bird watching is possible in many Black Sea regions.


  Mountain Tourism


  Each Bulgarian mountain has its specific landscape and landmarks. Their tourism development potential is large, both during the summer and the winter. Some of Bulgaria’s winter sports centers are well-known worldwide and attracting large number of tourists from many countries.


  Rila, Pirin and the Rhodopes are homes to Bulgaria’s three biggest mountain resorts. All of them offer excellent skiing and snowboarding conditions. The accommodation capacity of these resorts is very good and the hotels suit the needs of all tourists - the ones that are on a budget and those looking for luxury.


  Besides Bansko, Borovets and Pamporovo, Bulgaria has several much smaller ski centers. They are very suitable for beginners and for families having young children. These small resorts combine winter sports opportunities with a chance for nature exploration.


  Mountains are quite luring during the summer, too. Rila is known for its glacial lakes and for Musala - the highest peak in Bulgaria and on the Balkans. Pirin has many lakes and beautiful peaks, too. Stara Planina’s harsh nature and large number of routes turns it into a favorite spot for hikers. The Rhodopes charm with their beautiful mountain villages, rock phenomena and Thracian sanctuaries.


  Cultural and Historic Tourism


  Bulgaria has yet to explore the numerous nuances of its cultural tourism opportunities. The country’s rich historic past has left its mark on each aspect of living, providing most cities and towns with beautiful and valuable landmarks.


  Cultural tourism is a very wide term that combines numerous activities and the exploration of diverse types of landmarks. And Bulgaria has many. The country has its Thracian sanctuaries, ethnographic museums, fortresses, Thracian tombs, Roman and Byzantine remains, architectural landmarks and monuments. All these have the potential to entice any visitor who decides to spend some time exploring them.


  Monasteries can also be seen as cultural tourism sites. Throughout the years, they were actively involved in the enlightenment attempts of local intelligentsia. They were the places where schools were opened and valuable manuscripts were protected and copied.


  Nearly every town has its museum, some of which are unique to the Balkans, Europe or the world. Bulgaria has a rose museum, mining museum, yogurt museum, transportation and communications museum, woodcarving museum and humor museum. All these places protect valuable and intriguing collections that will help you learn more about the lifestyle, traditions and professional occupation of Bulgarians throughout time.


  Ecological Tourism


  The diverse landscape grants excellent eco tourism opportunities. The country’s biodiversity is also significant. Everyone willing to reconnect to nature and learn more about rare plant and animal species should visit one of Bulgaria’s preserves or ecological centers.


  Ecological tourism is a term that unifies various activities. It involves bird watching, photographing, caving, hiking, climbing, biking and many others. Its main aim is to allow tourists to have fun, while simultaneously preserving and getting acquainted with nature.


  Eco paths have been created specially for the needs of those who love nature. Bulgaria has numerous nature phenomena. All of them are accessible today because of the construction of eco paths. Most mountain regions grant visitors ready access to their hidden treasures. Getting acquainted with the wildlife has also become easier than ever.


  Ecological tourism offers huge development prospects and the number of eco paths and nature preservation centers will continue growing.


  Rural Tourism


  Bulgaria’s villages are the keepers of traditions and local folklore. Some of them appear to be taken out of a picture presenting life several centuries ago.


  Rural tourism features as the best way to get acquainted with the country’s past and ethnographic heritage. Residents of the rural regions will welcome you warmly so that even the language barrier will become insignificant.


  Various Bulgarian regions develop rural tourism opportunities. The prices of accommodation are modest and your hosts will provide you with a chance to taste organic food products and some specific local dishes.


  Rural tourism combines successfully with ecological tourism to guarantee full relaxation.


  Alternative Tourism


  Alternative tourism sums up all the non-traditional or not-so-popular activities that people get engaged in during their leisure time.


  Alternative tourism in Bulgaria has many faces. It includes extreme sports like mountain biking, bungee jumping, rafting, canyoning, kayaking or paragliding. It also includes hunting, which still remains somehow unpopular.


  Alternative tourism also focuses on food and wine tasting. Bulgaria has already got several wine routes, which allow visitors to get acquainted with the cellars and the production of the specific region.


  Bulgaria’s cuisine is exceptional, especially if you visit one of the small towns or villages where local recipes have been preserved over the centuries.


  The country has many other tourism options, some of which popular, other familiar to small groups of people. Whatever it is that you prefer, Bulgaria has something to offer. Make use of the available opportunities.


  


  
    
  


  


  100 National Tourist Sites
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  Bulgarian Tourism Union Logo


  Bulgaria has developed a tourism movement known as the 100 National Tourist Sites. This movement was established back in 1966.


  The aim of 100 national tourist sites is to encourage people to explore some of the most important cultural, historic, religious and nature landmarks located in the various regions of the country. Some of these landmarks are of national importance, while others have been placed under international protection.


  Many Bulgarians are enthusiastic about the tourism movement, since it provides them with a chance to learn more about the country and to discover some landmarks that could have been left unexplored otherwise.


  A special booklet can be purchased. It lists all of the 100 national tourist sites. The booklet is stamped each time one of the sites is visited. The aim of the tourist is to collect all of the 100 stamps, in order to receive a special award from the movement’s national organizational committee.


  Some of the sites included in the list were added during Bulgaria’s socialist past. The list was edited a number of times. Its present state was achieved in 2003, though periodically minor changes are made.


  The 100 National Tourist Sites list includes a diverse medley of landmarks and attractions. Numerous museums, ethnographical complexes, preserves, nature routes, mountain peaks, monuments, monasteries and cities have been included.


  Probably the most popular Bulgarian landmarks included in the list are Rila Monastery, Bansko’s museums, Musala Peak, Tsarevets, Baba Vida fortress, Magura Cave, Belogradchik Rocks, Etara ethnographic complex, the palace in Balchik and many others. All of these sites are considered to be of national importance and highly representative of the country’s culture, history and tourism heritage.


  


  
    
  


  


  Bulgarian sites on UNESCO’s World Heritage List


  UNESCO’s World Heritage List includes several sites in Bulgaria. The landmarks have been chosen because of their specific cultural or physical significance. Apart from listing the important places worldwide, UNESCO is involved in their protection.


  As the name of the list suggests, the sites are believed to hold grand importance for the cultural and natural heritage of humanity. The program was established back in 1972.


  A total of 445 cultural, natural and mixed landmarks from Europe are included in the World Heritage List. Of them, nine landmarks are located in Bulgaria.


  Boyana Church, the Madara Horseman, Ivanovo’s rock Churches and the Thracian tomb near the town of Kazanlak were included in the World Heritage List back in 1979.


  The church in Sofia’s district of Boyana was included in the list because of its beautiful wall paintings. They were created during different centuries and a number of layers are visible today. More than 240 wall paintings are recognized and appreciated worldwide.


  The Madara Horseman is one of Bulgaria’s symbols. The stone carving can be seen in Madara Preserve, close to the town of Shumen. The horseman will be depicted on the first Bulgarian euro coin. The stone relief represents a ruler riding his horse, an eagle flying above his head and a dog following. The ruler’s spear has pierced a lion, symbolizing victory. According to historians, the Madara Horseman dates back to the 8th century.


  Ivanovo Rock Churches is a religious complex carved in the cliffs of Rusenski Lom Park, near Ruse. Some of the stone churches preserve amazing wall paintings.


  Kazanlak Tomb is also one of the most important and significant landmarks preserved on the territory of Bulgaria. It is part of a large Thracian complex, since many necropolises were discovered in the same region, often called The Valley of Thracian Kings. Its splendid wall paintings differentiate the Kazanlak Tomb from other similar Thracian constructions.


  Five other Bulgarian sites are included in the UNESCO World Heritage List, too. These sites are the old town of Nesebar (included in 1983), Pirin National Park (1983), Rila Monastery (1983), Srebarna Preserve (1983) and the Sveshtari Thracian Tomb (1985). You will learn more about the specific history and characteristics of each of these landmarks in the pages to come.


  Nestinarstvo and Bistritsa Babi are the two Bulgarian heritages included in UNESCO`s List of Intangible Heritage. As we already mention nestinarstvo has very old origin and takes place in the begging of summer in the region of Strandzha Mountain. Bistritsa Babi (grandmothers from the village of Bistritsa) performs traditional dances and polyphonic songs from the Shoplouk region of Bulgaria. They have very specific way of singing on one of two voices which is unique worldwide.
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  *INFO


  Boyana Church


  Opening hours: November – March: every day from 9.00 am to 5.30 pm, (the ticket office closes at 5.00 pm); April – October: every day from 9.00 am – 6.00 pm, (the ticket office closes at 5.30 pm)


  Closed on 24 and 25 December, 1 January.


  Reservations for groups must be made in advance.


  Admissions: Adults – BGN 10, Students – BGN 2


  Combined tickets:


  Boyana Church – National Museum of History – BGN 12.


  Boyana Church – National Museum of History – Zemen Monastery – BGN 14.


  Groups of more than 10 people – BGN 8 per person


  Free admission for: People with disabilities and children under 7 years of age.


  Guided tours in English, German, French, and Russian – BGN 10


  Contacts: 1-3 Boyansko ezero Str., Sofia 1616


  Tel: (+359)2 959 0939 and (+359)2 959 2963


  Website: www.boyanachurch.org


  GPS: N 42°38'40.8'' E 23°15'58.43''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Boyana-Church/296/index.html


  Madara Horseman


  Opening hours: November 1 – March 31: every day from 8.30 am – 5.00 pm; April 1 – October 31: every day from 8.30 am – 8.00 pm


  Admission: Adults - BGN 4, Students and persons with disabilities - BGN 1


  Guided tours in English and German – BGN 10


  Tel: (+359) 5313 2095


  Website: www.museum-shumen.eu


  GPS: N 43°16'27.84'' E 27°5'51.11''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Madara-Horseman/373/index.html, http://www.BulgariaInside.eu/en/articles/Madara-Archaeology-Preserve/510/index.html


  Ivanovo Rock Churches


  Opening hours: 1 April – 30 November: every day from 9.00 am to 6.00 pm; 1 December – 31 March the site is closed for visits, and opens only upon a preliminary request


  Admissions: For organized groups (more than 5 people) - BGN 3 per person


  For adults - BGN 4 per person


  For school students, university students, seniors – BGN 1


  Contacts: Regional History Museum of Ruse


  Tel: (+359)82 825002


  Website: www.museumruse.com


  GPS: N 43°41'41.06'' E 25°59'12.18''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Ivanovski-Rock-Monastery/375/index.html


  Kazanlak Tomb


  Opening hours: May - November: every day from 9.00 am - 5.00 pm; November - April the tomb opens only on request for large groups


  Admissions for the duplicate: Adults – BGN 3, Students – BGN 1


  Admission for the original: BGN 20 - Groups of maximum of 4 people for about 2-3 minutes are allowed in the original. The moisture in the tomb is monitored by apparatuses, and if there are variations from the norms, no one is allowed inside.


  Guided tour: foreign language – BGN 15


  Contacts: History Museum of Kazanlak


  Tel: (+359)431 63762


  Website: www.muzei-kazanlak.org


  GPS: N 42°37'32.66'' E 25°23'56.95''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Kazanluk-Tomb/184/index.html


  Nesebar


  Archaeological Museum:


  Opening hours: June, July, August, and September - Monday to Friday: 9.00 am – 7.00 pm,


  Saturday and Sunday: 9.00 am – 1.30 pm and 2.00 pm – 6.00 pm;


  May and October - Monday to Friday: 9.00 am – 6.00 pm, Saturday and Sunday: 9.00 am – 1.30 pm and 2.00 pm – 6.00 pm.


  November – March - Monday to Friday: 9.00 am – 12.00 m and 12.30 pm – 5.00 pm.


  Closed on Saturday and Sunday. However, the museum and the other museum sites in the Old Town open for groups upon request in advance.


  Admissions: Adults – BGN 5, Students – BGN 3


  Groups of more than 20 people: Adults – BGN 4 per person, Children – BGN 2 per person


  Portable audio guide (guideport) in the Archaeological Museum in Russian, German, English, and French – BGN 5 per player.


  St. Stefan Church


  Opening hours: June, July, August, and September - Monday to Friday: 9.00 am – 7.00 pm,


  Saturday and Sunday: 9.30 am – 1.30 pm and 2.00 pm – 6.00pm


  May and October - Monday to Friday: 9.00 am – 6.00 pm, Saturday and Sunday: 9.00 am – 1.30 pm and 2.00 pm – 6.00 pm


  November – March - the church is closed for visitors. It opens for groups upon request in advance.


  Admissions: Adults – BGN 5, Students – BGN 3


  Groups of more than 20 people: Adults – BGN 4, Children – BGN 2


  St. Spas Church


  Opening hours: June, July, August, and September - Monday to Friday: 10.00 am – 5.00 pm, Saturday and Sunday: 10.00 am – 3.00 pm


  May and October - Monday to Friday: 10.00 am – 5.00 pm, Saturday and Sunday: 10.00 am – 3.00 pm


  November - March: the church is closed for visitors. It opens for groups upon request in advance.


  Admissions: Adults – BGN 3, Students – BGN 2


  Groups of more than 20 people: Adults – BGN 2.50, Children – BGN 1.50


  Ethnographic Museum


  Opening hours: June, July, August, and September - Tuesday to Sunday: 10.30 am – 1.30 pm and 2.00 pm – 6.00 pm, closed on Mondays.


  May and October - Tuesday to Sunday: 10.30 am – 1.30 pm and 2.00 pm – 6.00 pm, closed on Mondays.


  November – March: the museum is closed for visitors. It opens for groups upon request in advance.


  Admissions: Adults – BGN 3, Students – BGN 2


  Groups of more than 20 people: Adults – BGN 2.50, Children – BGN 1.50


  Guided tours: Ancient Nesebar Museum provides guide services in Bulgarian, Russian, English, and German to groups and individual visitors at the guides' office of the museum.


  Lectures given by guides:


  Russian, German, and English language: groups of up to 20 people – BGN 20 per group; groups of more than 20 people – BGN 1 per person.


  Contacts: Ancient Nesebar Museum


  Address: 2a Mesembria St., Nesebar


  Tel: (+359)554 4 60 19, (+359)554 4 60 12, (+359)554 4 22 60 and (+359)878 402 913


  Website: www.ancient-nessebar.com


  GPS: N 42°39'31.34'' E 27°44'0.43''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Nessebar/22/index.html, http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Tourism-Sites-in-Nessebar/425/index.html, http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Nessebars-Archaeology-Museum/634/index.html


  Pirin National Park


  Opening Hours at the Pirin National Park Information Center:


  Monday – Friday: 9.00 pm – 5.00 pm, closed Saturday, Sunday, and on official holidays


  Address: The Pirin National Park Visitor Information Center, 4 Bulgaria Street, Bansko


  Tel: (+359)749 88 204 and (+359)899 866 414


  Website: www.visitpirin.net


  GPS: N 41°50'45.23'' E 23°29'45.26''


  Rila Monastery


  Opening hours: The monastery is open for visitors every from 7.00 am to 8.00 pm


  Hrelyo’s Tower: (open only in the period between 1 June and 30 September)


  Ethnographic Museum and Revival Period Guestrooms, Farming Equipment of the Monastery, Church-History Museum:


  1 June - 30 September: every day from 8.30 am - 7.30 pm


  1 October - 31 May: every day from 8.30 am - 4.30 pm


  Admissions: Church-History Museum - Adults - BGN 8, Students – BGN 1, Families (two parents with children) - BGN 3 for one adult and BGN 1 for one child


  Hrelyo’s Tower, Ethnographic Museum and Revival Period Guestrooms, Farming Equipment of the Monastery: Adults – BGN 5, Students – BGN 1, Families (two parents with children) BGN 3 for one adult and BGN 1 for one child.


  Guided tours: In English – BGN 20


  Contacts: Rila Monastery


  Tel: (+359) 7054 2208, (+359)7054 3383


  GPS: N 42°8'0.23'' E 23°20'24.83''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Rila-Monastery/51/index.html


  Sveshtari Tomb


  Opening hours: 17 March – 30 November: Wednesday – Sunday from 9.30 am to 4.30 pm, days off – Monday and Tuesday.


  From 1 December to 17 March the site does not work for tourists.


  Admission: adults – BGN 10, students and seniors – BGN 5. Guided tour is included in the price.


  Contacts: History Museum of Isperih:


  Tel: (+359)8431 3619, (+359)8431 3631


  Requests for visits: (+359)84 735 279


  Website: www.museumisperih.com


  GPS: N 43°44'41.95'' E 26°45'58.79''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Sveshtari-Tomb/197/index.html


  Srebarna


  Opening hours: October – March: from 8 am to 4 pm, Saturday and Sunday – days off; April – September: every day from 8 am to 6 pm


  Admissions: Adults – BGN 2, students – BGN 1


  Contacts: Museum of Nature and Science


  Tel: (+359)86 77 24 69


  GPS: N 44°06'10.55'' E 27°03'46.01''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Sreburna/180/index.html


  
    

    The Bulgarian Cities


    Bulgaria’s cities, regardless of their size, manage to combine finely their historic heritage with modernity. The development of cities in the country is vastly influenced by historic and political events and periods that affected Bulgaria over the past decades.


    Each Bulgarian city and town that you visit will show you its buildings from the pre-communist period, its socialist past and from the newest, modern period. You will notice business constructions alongside aristocratic edifices once inhabited by wealthy bourgeoisie or noblemen.


    Historic and cultural developments shaped the appearance of each city. Your visits to different places will get you acquainted with the biggest local landmarks, the shopping opportunities and the available nightlife options.


    Naturally, the country’s biggest cities like Sofia, Plovdiv and Varna are most impressive, urbanized and diverse. There, you will learn simultaneously about the young generation and about the traditions and historical heritage of the settlement.


    Bulgarian cities are preferred shopping and entertainment destinations for many European tourists. Lately, larger cities saw the construction of numerous malls and shopping centers, where international brands offer their best.

  


  


  
    
  


  


  Sofia
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  St. Alexander Nevski Cathedral

  Atanas Paskalev / Book Boutique Images ©


  The capital of Bulgaria is multi-faced. Many perceive it as a city of culture and entertainment. Others experience Sofia as a business center. Still others perceive the capital of Bulgaria as the place where young people can learn, have fun and gain experience.


  Sofia is the biggest city in Bulgaria. It is located in the western part of the country, at the foot of the picturesque Vitosha Mountain.


  Bulgaria’s capital has rich history. The first settlement in the area appeared in the 7th century BC. Thracians founded the town close to mineral springs. They named it Serdika.


  After the country’s liberation from Ottoman rule, in April 1879, Sofia was named capital of free Bulgaria. The city gradually lost its oriental appearance and turned into a modern European capital. New buildings rose, among which the National Assembly, Bulgarian National Bank, the tsar’s palace, Sofia University and Alexander Nevski Cathedral.


  Sofia of today continues expanding and evolving. It provides home to nearly two million residents. New residential complexes and buildings appear all the time. Sofia is growing constantly, in the process merging with the nearby villages.


  Bulgaria’s capital brags many historic, cultural, religious and architectural landmarks. Make sure to explore its churches, art galleries, monuments and theaters.


  Special attention should be paid to St. Alexander Nevski Cathedral, the Russian Church in the central part of Sofia and to Boyana Church, which brags amazing wall paintings.


  The buildings in Sofia are quite beautiful, each facade having a story to tell.


  Explore the National Palace of Culture - a conference and festival center, which was constructed back in the communist years. Today, the National Palace of Culture continues hosting major exhibitions, seminars and concerts.


  Sofia’s zoo is one of the oldest in Europe and was created back in 1888. Today, the zoo is home to numerous exotic species and is a favorite leisure time destination for the city’s residents.


  Naturally, Bulgaria’s capital is active in terms of cultural events. Sofia hosts concerts, happenings, theatrical performances and exhibitions. The capital has its theaters, opera, cinemas and numerous art galleries.


  Alongside its cultural attractions, Sofia offers diverse entertainment options. The city has many restaurants. You can choose among Bulgarian, Italian, Indian, Chinese, Turkish, Japanese, Arabic cuisine and numerous other dining options. The city has many bars, clubs and cafes and fast food places. Lately, Sofia got a wide range of malls, which provide excellent shopping opportunities. Needless to say, the accommodation options are diverse.
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    Statue of St. Sofia

    Atanas Paskalev / Book Boutique Images ©
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    Sofia University

    Victor Dimchev / Book Boutique Images ©
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    National Theater Ivan Vazov

    Atanas Paskalev / Book Boutique Images ©
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    The Rotunda St. George

    Atanas Paskalev / Book Boutique Images ©
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    Boyana Church

    Atanas Paskalev / Book Boutique Images ©
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  Sofia


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Sofia/112/index.html


  


  National Museum of History


  Opening hours: November – March: 09.00 am – 05.30 pm (the ticket office works until 04.45 pm); April – October: 09.30 am – 06.00 pm ((the ticket office works until 05.15 pm)


  The museum is closed on official holidays:


  1 January, 3 March, 24 and 25 December.


  Admission: Adults - BGN 10, students – BGN 1.00


  Guided tours – in English, French, Spanish, German, Japanese or Russian language:


  Overview tour: (lasting 1h and 30 min): BGN 30


  Tours for people with specific needs (lasting an hour): BGN 30


  Guided tours for children and students: BGN 30


  The groups with an appointment have an advance. The appointment is valid up to 20 minutes after the arranged time. The groups include up to 25 people.


  Admission is free of charge:


  Every last Monday of the month.


  Price for picture and video taking:


  With a camera – BGN 10


  With a video camera – BGN 80


  Price for movie projection – BGN 0.30 per visitor


  Address: 16, Vitoshko Shoes St., Sofia City


  Tel: (+359)2 955 42 80, (+359)2 955 76 04


  Website: www.historymuseum.org


  GPS: N 42°39'22.12'' E 23°16'17.09''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/National-Museum-of-History/468/index.html


  


  Boyana Church


  Opening hours: November – March: every day from 9.00 am to 5.30 pm, (the ticket office closes at 5.00 pm); April – October: every day from 9.00 am – 6.00 pm, (the ticket office closes at 5.30 pm)


  Closed on 24 and 25 December, 1 January.


  Reservations for groups must be made in advance.


  Admission: Adults – BGN 10, Students – BGN 2


  Combined tickets:


  Boyana Church – National Museum of History – BGN 12.


  Boyana Church – National Museum of History – Zemen Monastery – BGN 14


  Groups of more than 10 people – BGN 8 per person


  Free admission for: People with disabilities and children under 7 years of age.


  Guided tours in English, German, French, and Russian language – BGN 10


  Contacts: 1-3 Boyansko ezero Str., Sofia 1616


  Tel: (+359)2 959 0939 and (+359)2 959 2963


  Website: www.boyanachurch.org


  GPS: N 42°38'40.8'' E 23°15'58.43''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Boyana-Church/296/index.html


  


  Russian Church


  Opening hours: every day from 08.00 am - 06.30 pm


  Free entrance


  Address: 3, Tsar Osvoboditel Str., Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 986 2715, (+359)339 25 66 125


  Website: www.podvorie-sofia.org


  GPS: N 42°41'44.04'' E 23°19'43.9''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Russian-Church-St.-Nikolai-Choudotvorets/302/index.html


  


  National Art Gallery


  Opening hours: every day from10.00 am to 6.00 pm, day off – Monday, the ticket office works until 5.30 pm


  Crypt of the Monumental Temple “Alexander Nevski”


  Opening hours: every day from 10.00 am – 6.00 pm, day off - Monday


  Admission (for each of the sites): Adults – BGN 6 per site


  Combined ticket for the Gallery and the Crypt of the Monumental Temple “Alexander Nevski” – BGN 10


  School students, university students and seniors – BGN 3 per site


  Guided tours (in Russian, English, French and German language, only with a preliminary request): for groups of up to 5 people – BGN 20, for groups of more than 5 people – BGN 30


  Address: 1, Knyaz Alexander I Square, Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 9800093


  Website: www.nationalartgallerybg.org


  Crypt of the Monumental Temple “Alexander Nevski”


  Address: 1, Alexander Nevski Square, Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 981 5775


  GPS: N 42°41'46.27'' E 23°19'37.21''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/National-Art-Gallery/470/index.html


  


  Ethnographic Museum


  Opening hours: From Tuesday to Sunday: 10.00 am – 5.30 pm, day off – Monday.


  Admission: Adults – BGN 3, Students and seniors – BGN 1


  Guided tours (in English): for groups up to 5 people – BGN 10 per group; for groups of more than 5 people – BGN 15 per group; private guided tour – BGN 15


  Address: 1, Alexander Battenberg Sq., Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 805 26 21


  Website: www.eim-bas.com; http://iefsem.blogspot.com


  GPS: N 42°41'46.59'' E 23°19'38.87''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Bulgarian-Academy-of-Sciences-Ethnographic-Museum/471/index.html


  


  National Museum of Natural History


  Opening hours: From Monday to Sunday - 10.00 am - 6.00 pm, ticket office works to 05.00 pm


  Admission: Adults - BGN 4, School students, university students and seniors – BGN 2, Children up to 7 years old and disabled people – BGN 1


  Guided tours: upon a preliminary request - English language – BGN 40


  Address: 1 Tsar Osvoboditel Blvd, Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 987 41 95, (+359)2 988 51 15


  Website: www.nmnhs.com


  GPS: N 42°41'45.7'' E 23°19'43.2''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/National-Museum-of-Natural-Science/476/index.html


  


  St. Sofia Temple


  Opening hours: March – September: every day from 7.00 am – 7.00 pm; October – February: every day from 7.00 am – 6.00 pm.


  Free entrance


  Tel: (+359)2 9870971, (+359)2 9809460


  GPS: N 42°41'47.3'' E 23°19'51.89''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/St.-Sofia-Church/303/index.html


  


  St. Alexander Nevski Cathedral


  Opening hours: Monday – Sunday: 07.00 am – 07.00 pm


  Free entrance


  Address: Alexander Nevski square, Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 9881704


  GPS: N 42°41'45.23'' E 23°19'56.58''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Alexander-Nevski-Cathedral/293/index.html


  


  National Gallery for Foreign Art


  Opening hours: every day from 11.00 am to 06.30, day off - Tuesday


  Free entrance – last Monday of the month


  Admissions: Adults – BGN 6, School and university students – BGN 3


  Group visits: Group of 15 or more - BGN 4 per person,


  Group of 15 or more school and university students – BGN 2 per person.


  Taking pictures: by camera – BGN 10, by video-camera – BGN 80 /without using additional light/


  Address: St.Aleksander Nevsky Square, Sofia


  Tel.: (+359)2 988 4922, (+359)2 980 7262


  Website: www.foreignartmuseum.bg


  GPS: N 42°41'46.37'' E 23°20'02.62''


  


  National Archaeological Museum


  Opening hours: November – April: 10.00 am – 5.00 pm (the ticket office works until 4.00 pm)


  Day off - Monday


  May – October: every day from10.00 am – 6.00 pm (the ticket office works until 5.00 pm)


  Admission: Adults – BGN 10, school students and university students – BGN 2


  Groups, school students, university students, children (more than 10 people) – BGN 1 per person


  Parents with children – group ticket of BGN 10


  Guided tours: English language – BGN 20


  Address: 2, Saborna Str., Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 988 24 06


  Website: www.naim.bg


  GPS: N 42°41'47.36'' E 23°19'28.47''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/National-Archaeology-Museum/478/index.html


  


  The Rotunda St.George


  Opening hours: 08.00 am – 06.00 pm, every day


  For tourist visits: 11.00 am – 05.00 pm.


  Address: 2, Knyaz Dondukov blvd, Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 9809216


  Website: www.svgeorgi-rotonda.com


  GPS: N 42°41'48.68'' E 23°19'22.86''


  


  Church St. Petka Samardzhiyska


  Opening hours: Monday to Sunday from 07.30 am to 07.30 pm.


  Address: 2, Maria Luisa blvd, Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 9807 899


  GPS: N 42°41'52.33'' E 23°19'19.89''


  Serdika Ancient Fortress


  GPS: N 42°41'49.5'' E 23°19'27.12''


  


  Sofia Mosque


  Opening hours: March – October: 10.00 am – 08.00 pm


  November – February: 10.00 am – 06.00 pm


  Admission: Adults – BGN 4, Students – BGN 2.


  Guided tours for groups – BGN 10


  Picture taking – BGN 3.


  Video recording – BGN 5.


  Guided tours are available in Turkish, English and Russian language.


  Address: 14, Maria Luisa Str., Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 9816001, (+359)894 446233


  GPS: N 42°41'58.11'' E 23°19'21.33''


  


  Sofia Synagogue and History Museum


  Opening hours: 9.00 am -1.30 pm and 2.00 pm - 4.30 pm, days off: Saturday and Sunday


  Admission for the museum: Adults – BGN 2, Children and people under 18 – free of charge


  Guided tours are included in the price.


  Prayers schedule:


  Weekly prayer: Shahrit – morning prayer, Monday to Friday at 8.15 am (breakfast is offered after the prayer)


  Prayers on Shabbat:


  Minha and Kabalat Shabbat (worship before Sabbath on Friday evening) - 5.30 pm


  Shahrit – morning prayer, Saturday at 9.45 am (there’s a breakfast after the prayer)


  Minha (Saturday) at 5.30 pm, after that there’s seuda shlishit, arvit and avdala.


  Tel: +359 88 488 7774


  Website: www.sofiasynagogue.com


  GPS: N 42°42'1.32'' E 23°19'15.52''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Central-Sofia-Synagogue/961/index.html


  


  Catholic Cathedral St. Joseph


  Opening hours: from Monday to Saturday: 08.00 am - 07.00 pm; On Sunday the temple opens at the same time, but is closed in the hours between 03.00 pm and 05.00 pm


  Groups with priests can serve worships in their own language by appointment.


  Worships:


  Monday to Saturday the worships are in Bulgarian, from 08.00 am and from 06.00 pm


  On Sunday and public holidays: 09.00 am – public worships in Polish


  Address: 146, Knyaz Boris the 1st Str., Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 811 46 56


  Website: www.sofia.capucini.bg


  GPS: N 42°41'54.62'' E 23°19'11.26''


  


  National Polytechnic Museum


  Opening hours: every day from 8.30 am to 05.00 pm, days off - Saturday and Sunday


  Admission: Adults - BGN 5, Students and seniors - BGN 2


  Guided tour in English - BGN 10; Demonstrations – BGN 10


  Address: 66 Opulchenska Str., Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 8313004


  GPS: N 42°42'14.69'' E 23°18'40.44''


  


  National Palace of Culture


  Address: 1 Bulgaria Square, 1414 Sofia


  Information Center: (+359) 2 916 6300, (+359)2 916 6400


  Ticket Center: (+359)2 916 63 69, (+359)2 916 6368


  GPS: N 42°41'2.97'' E 23°19'7.83''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/National-Palace-of-Culture/469/index.html


  


  National Museum “Earth and Man”


  Opening hours: Tuesday to Sunday: 10.00 am - 6.00 pm, day off - Monday


  Admission: Adults – BGN 4, Students and seniors – BGN 2, Family tickets (2 adults and 2 children) – BGN 10


  Guided tour in English, Russian, and French language – BGN 30


  Address: 4, Cherni Vrah blvd., Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 865 6639, (+359)2 866 1457


  Website: www.earthandman.org


  GPS: N 42°40'49.84'' E 23°19'14.75''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Earth-and-Man-National-Museum/473/index.html


  


  National Museum of Military History


  Opening hours: Wednesday – Sunday from 10.00 am to 6.00 pm, days off - Monday and Tuesday


  Admission: Adults – BGN 2, Students – BGN 1


  Guided tour: in English and Croatian language – BGN 10


  Address: 92, Cherkovna str., Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 946 18 05, (+359)2 946 18 06


  Website: www.militarymuseum.bg


  GPS: N 42°41'16.18'' E 23°21'5.71''


  


  Sofia Zoo


  Opening hours: March - September: 09.30 am – 06.00 pm, every day. The zoo closes at 07.00 pm.


  October – February: 08.00 am – 04.30 pm, every day


  The halls of the big cats, the terrarium, aquarium, elephants and monkeys are open from 09.30 am to 06.00 pm.


  Admission: Adults - BGN 2, Students and seniors – BGN 1, visitors 7-18 years old– BGN 1, for children up to 7 years - free of charge;


  Address: 1, Srebarna Str., Sofia


  Tel: (+359)2 8682043


  Website: www.zoosofia.eu


  GPS: N 42°39'26.76'' E 23°19'59.43''


  BulgariaInside: http://www.bulgariainside.eu/en/articles/Sofia-Zoo/479/index.html


  Borisova Garden


  GPS: N 42°41'22.17'' E 23°20'16.02''


  Eagles Bridge


  GPS: N 42°41'25.43'' E 23°20'14.36''


  Lions Bridge


  GPS: N 42°42'17.75'' E 23°19'26.63''


  National Stadium


  GPS: N 42°41'18.43'' E 23°20'05.41''


  National Theater Ivan Vazov


  GPS: N 42°41'41.98'' E 23°19'35.41''


  Bulgarian National Bank


  GPS: N 42°41'47.26'' E 23°19'30.86''


  Bulgarian Parliament


  GPS: N 42°41'38.69'' E 23°19'57.12''


  Bulgarian Presidency


  GPS: N 42°41'48.25'' E 23°19'26.55''


  National Library


  GPS: N 42°41'41.89'' E 23°20'08.30''


  Sofia University


  GPS: N 42°41'36.26'' E 23°20'04.76''


  National Tourism Information Centre


  Address: 1 Sveta Nedelja Square, Sofia


  Phone: (+359)2 9335826, (+359)2 9335821


  Tourist Information Center


  Address: in the underpass of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”


  Tel: (+359)2 4918344, (+359)2 4918345


  GPS: N 42°41'35.33'' E 23°20'02.72''


  Sofia Airport


  Terminal 1


  GPS: N 42°41'20.26'' E 23°24'07.94''


  Terminal 2


  GPS: N 42°41'18.05'' E 23°24'53.22''


  Sofia Central Bus Station


  GPS: N 42°42'35.95'' E 23°19'22.49''


  Sofia Central Railway Station


  GPS: N 42°42'43.51'' E 23°19'15.58''
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